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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3, and 5-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bennett. 

Bennett (U.S. 6,089,977) discloses a slot machine having a base game with a roaming 
wild card feature. Bennett discloses: 
Regarding Claim 1 : 

• maintaining a list of award yielding symbols and symbol combinations in a 
controller (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, and Figure 1 (35)); 

• generating a set of symbols (Abstract, and Column 1 , line 6 1 -Column 2, line 30); 

• providing an award for each symbol and symbol combination of the list appearing 
in the set (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30); 

• replacing one or more symbols in the set (Abstract, and Column 1, line 61- 
Column 2, line 30); 

• providing an award for each symbol and symbol combination of the list appearing 
in the set (Abstract,. Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, and Column 3, lines 28- 
32). 

Regarding Claims 2 and 18: 
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• generating a set of symbols includes randomly generating the set (Abstract, and 
Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30). 

Regarding Claim 3: 

• generating a set of symbols includes an animation of the symbols used for the 
replacement of the symbols (Abstract, and Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30). 
The wild card (penguin) animates as it moves along a path on the screen replacing 
each symbol. 

Regarding Claims 5 and 6: 

• generating a set of symbols includes generating a plurality of symbols on a 
payline of a slot machine (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, 
Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63, and Figures 1 and 3). Figures 1 and 3 show 
at least three paylines on a slot machine. 

Regarding Claim 7: 

• generating a set of symbols includes generating a set of symbols in a bonus round 
of a gaming device (Abstract, and Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30). A 
different set of symbols are generated each time the wild card moves to another 
reel position. 

Regarding Claim 8: 

• generating a set of symbols includes generating a plurality of playing cards and 
replacing one or more symbols includes replacing one ore more of the playing 
cards (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, Column 5, lines 44-52). 

Regarding Claim 9: 
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• replacing one or more symbols in the set includes substituting a wild symbols for 
one or more of the symbols, and wherein the wild card symbol stands in the place 
of one or more symbols on the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 
30, Column 3, iine 46-Column 5, line 63). 

Regarding Claim 10: 

• replacing one or more symbols in the set includes substituting a wild symbols for 
one or more of the symbols, and wherein the wild card symbol stands in the place 
of every symbol on the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, 
Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 : 

• replacing one or more symbols in the set includes substituting a wild symbol for 
at least one symbol on a reel of a slot machine, and wherein the wild symbol 
stands in the place of at least one symbol on the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61- 
Column 2, line 30, Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63). 

Regarding Claim 12: 

• replacing one or more symbols in the set includes substituting a wild symbol for 
at least one symbol on a reel of a slot machine, wherein the slot machine 
generated wild symbol stands in the place of at least one symbol on the list 
(Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, Column 3, line 46-Column 5, 
line 63). 

Regarding Claim 13: 
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• replacing one or more symbols in the set includes substituting a wild symbol for 
every symbol on a reel of a slot machine, wherein the slot machine generated the 
wild symbol on the reel as part of the set, and wherein the wild symbol stands in 
the place of at least on symbol on the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61-Column 2, 
line 30, Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63) . 

Regarding Claim 14: 

• replacing one or more symbols in the set includes substituting a wild symbol for 
every symbol on a reel of a slot machine, wherein the slot machine generated the 
wild symbol on the reel as part of the set, and wherein the wild symbol stands in 
the place of every symbol on the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61-Column 2, line 
30, Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63). 

Regarding Claim 15: 

• replacing one or more symbols in the set includes substituting a wild symbol for 
at least one symbol on a row of symbols of a slot machine, and wherein the wild 
symbol stands in the place of at least one symbol on the list (Abstract, Column 1, 
line 61-Column 2, line 30, Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63). 

Regarding Claim 16: 

• replacing one or more symbols in the set includes substituting a wild symbol for 
at least one symbol on a row of symbols of a slot machine, wherein the slot 
machine generated the wild symbol on the row as part of the set, and wherein the 
wild symbol stands in the place of at least one symbol on the list (Abstract, 
Column 1, line 61-Column 2, line 30, Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63). 
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Regarding Claim 17: 

• maintaining in a controller of the gaining device a list of symbols and symbol 
combinations that yield an award if generated by the gaming device (Abstract, 
Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, and Figure 1 (35)); 

• generating a set of symbols, wherein one of the symbols is a wild symbol 
(Abstract, and Column 1 , line 61 -Column 2, line 30); 

• providing an award for each symbol and symbol combination of the list appearing 
in the set, wherein the wild symbol stands in the place of at least one symbol on 
the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, and Column 3, lines 28- 
32); 

• substituting the wild symbol for one or more symbols in the set (Abstract, Column 
1, line 61-Column 2, line 30, and Column 3, lines 28-32). As the wild card 
(penguin) moves to each of the symbols the symbol changes to a penguin and then 
changes back to the original symbol as the penguin moves on to the next symbol. 

• providing an award for each symbol and symbol combination of the list appearing 
in the set, wherein each wild symbol stands in the place of at least one symbol on 
the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61-Column 2, line 30, and Column 3, lines 28- 
32). 

Regarding Claim 19: 

• substituting the wild symbol for one or more symbols in the set includes 
substituting a wild symbol for at least one symbol on a reel of a slot machine, the 
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reel including the generated wild symbol (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, 
line 30, Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63). 
Regarding Claim 20: 

• substituting the wild symbol for one or more symbols in the set includes 
substituting a wild symbol for at least one symbol on a row of symbols of a slot 
machine, the row including the generated wild symbol (Abstract, Column 1, line 
61-Column 2, line 30, Column 3, line 46-Column 5, line 63). 

Regarding Claim 21: 

• substituting the wild symbol for one or more symbols in the set includes 
substituting a wild symbol for at least one symbol on a reel and at least one 
symbol on a row of symbols of a slot machine, the reel and the row including the 
generated wild symbol (Abstract, Column 1, line 61-Column 2, line 30, Column 
3, line 46-Column 5, line 63). 

Regarding Claim 22: 

• substituting the wild symbol for one or more symbols in the set includes 
substituting a wild symbol for at least one other particular symbol of the gaming 
device (Abstract, Column 1, line 61-Column 2, line 30, Column 3, line 46- 
Column 5, line 63). 

Regarding Claim 23: 

• maintaining in a controller of the gaming device a list of playing cards and 
playing card combinations that yield an award if generated by the gaming device 
(Abstract, Column 1, line 61-Column 2 S line 30, Column 5, lines 44-52); 
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• generating a set of playing cards, wherein one of the playing cards is a wild card 
(Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, Column 5, lines 44-52); 

• providing an award for each playing card and playing card combination of the list 
appearing in the set, including the wildcard and combinations including the 
wildcard appearing on the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61 -Column 2, line 30, 
Column 5, lines 44-52); 

• equating the wildcard to one or more playing cards in the set (Abstract, Column 1, 
line 61-Column 2, line 30, Column 5, lines 44-52); 

• providing an award for each playing card and playing card combination of the list 
appearing in the set, wherein each wildcard stands in the place of one or more 
playing cards on the list (Abstract, Column 1, line 61-Column 2, line 30, Column 
5, lines 44-52). 

Regarding Claim 24: 

• generating a set of playing cards includes randomly generating the set (Abstract, 
Column 1, line 61-Column 2, line 30, Column 5, lines 44-52). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Bennett in view of 
Moody. 
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Bennett discloses that as discussed above with respect to claims 1-3, and 5-24. Bennett 
seems to lack explicitly disclosing generating a set of symbols includes a second spinning of the 
symbols on a reel used for the replacement of the symbols. 

Moody (U.S. 5,823,873) teaches of a method of playing electronic video poker games 
wherein a player is dealt at least two rows of cards and one row of five cards is dealt face up. The 
player can select none, one, or more of the face up cards to be held. The cards that are held are 
duplicated from the first row to all of the other rows. Replacement cards for the non-selected 
cards are then dealt to the first row. The replacement cards dealt (randomly generated) into the 
first row for the cards not held is synonymous to replacing symbols on a slot machine reel or row 
by an additional spinning of the reels. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
applicant's invention, to utilize the symbol replacing function of Moody in Bennett. Doing so 
would provide for a random generation of replacement symbols on the reels. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott E. Jones whose telephone number is (703) 308-7133. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin- Wallace can be reached on (703) 308-1 118. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305- 
3579 for regular communications and (703) 305-3579 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 118. 



Scott E. Jones 
Examiner 

<^£-f Art Unit 3713 
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October 23, 2001 
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